Pediatric non-Hodgkin's lymphoma abdominal presentations: a comparative study between two treatment regimens at the National Cancer Institute Cairo.
Abdominal presentations of pediatric NHL are rarely amenable to complete surgical resection. Chemotherapy is the hallmark of treatment for pediatric NHL. Treatment of various types of this disease including intra-abdominal NHL in children with various protocols have not exceeded 54 per cent two-year disease-free survival. We have attempted to study and compare the effects of two treatment regimen upon two groups of previously untreated children up to the age of 16 years who presented to the Pediatric Oncology Unit at the NCI. The first group included 18 children who presented between 1983 and 1985 and were treated by a modified St Jude regimen: while the second group of patients was comprised of 19 children who presented between 1985 and 1987 and were treated by a multi-national protocol: the MCP 842. The two groups will be compared with respect to various patient characteristics, response to therapy and their two-year disease-free survival as well as overall survival.